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July 29, 1949 



Dear Pilgrim: 
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I enclose for your information a copy of an Aide-Memoire, dated 
July 21, 1949 tiut left at the Foreign Office on July 26, 1949, together 
with a memorandam addressed to me from the Officer of the Embassy who 
delivered the Aide-Memoire. 



When ^ Athens on July 16th he asked me to try to 

arrange for a statement, indicating what should be Included, to be issued 
by the Greek Government soon after the public announcement of the forma- 
tion of the Albanian Committee. We felt that in order to secure a satis- 
factory statement it would be necessary to use the prestige of Ambassador 
Grady through having him personally request the Foreign Minister to issue 
such a statement. At the time Alderdice and I discussed this project he 
was of the opinion that the Committee would be announced upon July 21st 
or 22nd, that is to say well before Ambassador Grady’s scheduled departure 
for the United States. 



As on July 23rd there had been no announcement of the formation of the 
Committee, nor indication of when such an announcement might take place, 
and as Mr. Grady was due to depart July 24th for the States, Horatio and I 
decided to take certain liberties with normal diplomatic prcdedures and 
prepare an Aide-Memoire of a conversation that was never to take place but 
which was to be hinted at in the course of a luncheon talk between Mr. Grady 
and Foreign Minister Tsaldaris. At that luncheon Mr. Grady told Mr. Tsaldarls 
that he had hoped to have a conversation on Albania with him but Secretary 
Snyder's arrival in Athens and his own (Grady's) departure with the Secre- 
tary had made it necessary to postpone that conversation. Nevertheless, 
he had found the time to put down some thoughts upon the subject and would 
send these around to the Foreign Minister in the course of the next few days. 
He added that he sincerely hoped that Mr. Tsaldaris would follow throxigh 
upon the suggestion that he was making, treating it in the meantime as of 
confidential nature. We feared that if Mr. Grady really had the conversa- 
tion and gave Mr. Tsaldaris an Aide-Memoire there might have been a leak or 
a plant in the Greek press which could be harmful to us. 

Mr. Grady left and, although the beginning of the week came without an 
announcement of the formation of the Albanian Committee, we were faced with 
an additional complication. Sir Clifford Norton, the British Ambassador, 
announced that he was leaving in two days for a month's holiday and that be- 
fore leaving he would see the Foreign Minister or Acting Foreign Minister 
and he wished to discuss, among other things, Greek-Albanian relations. As 
we desired to have Sir Clifford's support of Mr. Grady's request it was neces- 
sary that we deposit Mr. Grady's Aide-Memoire at the Foreign Office before 
Sir Clifford's call. We followed this course. In so doing we realised that 
we risked a leak but that risk seemed less important than the risk of not 
having a satisfactory preparation for a favorable statement from the Greek 
Government soon after the formation of the Albanian Committee. 
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There has been no leak to date and the background seems now to 
be prepared so ths.t we will have, the statement desired when the 
occasion arises. I am hoping, however, that this occasion will come 
soon as the Greeks are very poor at keeping secrets. 

Sincerely yours. 




MEMORANDUM 



SECRET 



TO: 



FROM: 

DATE: July ?,7, 1949 



As Tsaldaris was not scheduled to return until 
late Wednewday, I presented the Aide-Memoire to Pipinelie, 
on Tuesday at 12:30 p.ra. Pipinelis studied the document 
closely and promised to bring it to the personal attention 
of Tsaldaris as soon as possible. With regard to the 
specific points, Pipinelis made the following comments: 

1. The Greek Army would undertake no military 
adventxxres in Albania. This, he believed, could be 
stated categorically. However, this would not solve 
the problem of guerrillas taking refuge in Albania 
and returning for another round. Greece hopes and 
expects some measures will be taken to prevent 
Albania from continuing to serve as a refuge and 
base for guerrilla activity against Greece. 

2. Successful efforts have been made to bring 
the broadcasts in Albanian, Bulgarian, and Serbo- 
Croat under the control of the Foreign Office. 

At present, he stated, these broadcasts to Albania 
and Bulgaria make a clear distinction between the 
peoples end the Governments of those countries. He 
agreed that the other broadcasts of Radio Athens on 
international affairs should be brought into line. 

He stated that he had, within the past few days, 
addressed a letter to the Minister of Information, 
strongly requesting that Foreign Office approval be 
secured for all broadcasts by Radio Athens dealing 
with international affairs. 

3. The forthcoming formation of the Albanian Com- 
mittee would be a very important steo. He believed that 
all the Balkan peoples would see in this development a 
new departure in foreign policy of the Western countries 
and consider it the first move in a campaign to roll back 
the Iron Curtain. The composition of the Committee, he 
felt, was of great importance, particularly in that it 
should not come under the domination of either Zog or the 
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Italians. The former he characterl?ed as the most 
unreliable Albanian with whom he had to deal during his 
pre-war mission in Albania. The ex-King, he felt, 
had almost no influence in the country, but was 
forced to be reckoned with because of his financial 
resources, his political acumen, and his ruthlessness. 

The Italians, he said, had already begun to renew 
their efforts in Albania and were working through 
the Independent Bloc, a group of former collabora- 
tionists now headed by Verlaci. All collaborationists, 
he felt, should be excluded from any position on the 
Committee, especially any persons who had cooperated 
vrith the Italians. In general, Pipinelis believes, 
that none of the exiles has any real following within 
Albania since political parties and national con- 
sciousness are not developed to any degree in that 
country. In his opinion, any government that succeeds 
the present regime will have to look to the United 
States for the actual direction of its efforts. He 
expressed the belief that the formation of a Com- 
mittee would be the occasion for great unrest in 
Albania, which is, according to his information, in 
a desperate economic situation. He expressed great 
interest in knowing what steps would be taken after 
the Committee had been formed and hoped that these 
steps would include concrete action to overthrow the 
Hoxhi regime. 

Pipinelis promised that the Greek Government would issue 
a statement upon the formation of the Albanian Committee and 
shov;ed no objection to any of the points mentioned in the rela- 
tive portion of the Aide-Memoire. He said that the Foreign 
Office's recent statement to UNSCOB concerning the possibility 
of the means of improving Greek -Albanian relations contained 
almost the same wording concerning the Greek territorial claims 
on Albania. I thanked him for his interest and said that if we 
had advance notification of the formation of the Committee, we 
would endeavor to inform him. 

Sir Clifford Norton also saw Pipinelis Tuesday and told 
him much the same sort of thing. 
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AlMUlMIOIIS 

t kcf* wiltli irilli iMHNMMilai fknMNHni ttutflMmi* 
iqp!MWr*«* ^ tlNNlit fViNiO ^ HL«iT «*f»f ilkftt «k» tyMk 

V«tl«»ia Amgr fnM» mi mMI 1m AliNMiliii «lt %» VMi itvik gUMirtlllM tgr 

fMrmiMI fMtiNMitIftf MMtVUi* fMNMM MMMI« HM ffMlU**' Mlt %r MMI- 

iMiUii aUltetr ia AilMnitMi laarllMqr* mmummi i« Um 

fiNMilMp til ItiMil S MMwntiiA llMt« fMitiaMil# Mi MMiMNNut mmIT 
tlM if ^iMnatUiU iMl alii Mm TlfM tf mm# itiiiK ifftitali* 

Ai tiW iMlAtMMr ti WMOPi* MM iiiii Mtlia %r triili 

l^irtii twmtA iiMittjr Amum* Mm 0JNMk Hfivt Mm Gteitii l»iti»i 
•Ml iiftr* «»n4 fMIlli iftatMi la ftatraX. I i>«t« MMtafiirif MmI 
Tiar InMUtaar bMm flUi» •% aa iarlr iypivtMillgr IImI Mm ta iMt 
fMrataMat liai aa ialaallia af aa^arktac aiMa aar aUUaar aiv«alara« 
aaaa Aliaatai %«npl%if]r« 

Matt caaamiUf «iMi taipaHi la f ta aa a »t talaliiaa vtia AXWala, t 
•haati itica la aa^aata la Yaar laaallaiiir Mm Tlaw Mial taa# taaga ftaa- 
faatt far iMaat la Mm 'jaiiwaa vaati 1 m ai O ia i a l If Mm fraalE Hararaaial 
afeuHKli aaka a alaar llallaallaa la la aia Mm fraaaal Allaalaa faaaaaaaal 
mA Mm Allaalaa yaiMl** ^ Mil* aaaaaallaat I Iumm laamMMl «ilA alaaawra 
Mial aa «nr«rl la lalaf aaia la laprora ia Ikla raaaaal Mm AllaalMi 
laacaaca IraaAaaala aa KaAla AllMat lAMMaik aalirlaialalir a alailar 
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t 4m« Ml fppMtr !• hm* lNi« r«gl«l«nMl vim r*#u4 %• tlMi 
MMOrtm vf m# fHmitfid «» Itiit lit kti* aMlyvit 

tf UI«nMiH»aitl tiiVilipniil»> irl<liitny la tWii; Wl «m«v- 

tvmitlF y mvai i a tl ta fwmdk m 4 «tiMr INpratfi litjaain. 11 m«m 
!• «• ImvvImiI m»t tlMi «iiMi Ilia lai lw i ta m« Allaataa 

liagviit iMvaiatalt vf iaftt* jaimmi %t «mA ta all aalmiaaa af tatta 
Amaaa. 

Aa a y aa vlaa Hy aar ^a yvavtiaA la ma aaar llilwa far faar 
laaaUaam la alarllir traaaa*a ftaHlaa lavav# AlWala aat ma AUhaataa 
f aa»la. 1 m laf araa4 mat a «fam af traalaaal Alltaalaa aallaa aaf 
marllr a anaaa a Ito faiMlIaa af a (tatlllaa ta w»lt far tka llkaratiMi 
af tluair aaaairr fvaa ma rraaaat Oiaaaaiat raftaa. la ar aplataa a 
kriaf atataaaat fraa Yaar iMallaaar aaaa aft«r llw aaaavaaaaaat af ma 
faraatiaa af mit AMMlttaa vill ta aaat hairfal ta tarm^lac Ika laac 
tara ralaliaata tatvaaa traaaa mA Altaata. Sa ma atataaaat I tapa /aa 
vlll aar mat tka faraatiaa af a taailtlaa af fiaataMt Altaalaa aatiaa 
araaaaa kapa far tka latrvvaaaat af maaaaU ralaliaaa vim Altaata. Aal. 
farmar, mat* praaiiaA Altmia kaa a rarraaaamtiva fvvavaaaat aat kaatila 
ta tka tram aatiaa* traaaa affitaa tkat It vlll taka aa aigvaaatva ataaa 
atataat Alt«ita aar aaak aar tarrltarial at^aataaatf amart tkaaa# frtaatlr 
aafiUatlma vimta tka fra a a v t rk af tka tkltat iatlam. 1 akall aarraalata 
Yaar IkaaUaaar* a amaaata m tkla i«afaatlaa aa tear aa raatltla at t 
va«U Ilka ta lafara lar •anraa a a t m talatravk tkat wm ara alamilac ta 
mala a atataaaat aal laalifela ta ar aaaaafa tka tart af r^ar ttataaaat. 




